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SUBJECT: CACO Arts & Culture Contributions Study — Literature Review Memo

Literature Review Memo

ECOnorthwest conducted a focused literature review to synthesize key findings and talking
points for the Cultural Advocacy Coalition (CACO) and the Cultural Advocacy Foundation’s
(CACF) upcoming February 2025 legislative hearing with Oregon’s House Committee on
Economic Development, Small Business, and Trade. This memo synthesizes existing
research on the economic and qualitative contributions to Oregon's arts and culture sector.
ECO addressed the following key questions:

What is the current landscape of arts and culture funding in Oregon across
organizations and entities?

What are the socio-cultural and economic contributions of the arts and culture sector
in Oregon?

ECOnorthwest (ECO) reviewed background reports and materials shared by CACO/CACF to
synthesize Oregon’s position in cultural funding to date. ECO reviewed economic impact
studies and supplemented these reports with research that addressed the qualitative
benefits of the sector, including cultural enrichment, community identity, and cross-sector
impact. In the upcoming testimony, CACO/CACF can consider the following points, which
have been divided into economic and qualitative categories.

Research context and limitations

This literature review is based on documents provided by the client and other publicly
available sources. The synthesis of findings was conducted to support legislative testimony;
however, no original economic contribution modeling or independent data analysis was
performed. As such, the insights presented are derived from existing studies, reports, and
other secondary sources, which are cited accordingly. While every effort was made to ensure
accuracy and relevance, the findings should be interpreted within the context of the available
literature and not as a substitute for primary economic modeling or new empirical research.
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Economic Impacts Across Oregon

Overall Economic Contributions

The Creative Economy State Profiles utilize data from the Arts and Cultural
Production Satellite Account (ACPSA), a collaboration between the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).

In the most recent report from 2022, the arts and culture sector added 3.2
percent or $9.5 billion to Oregon’s Gross State Product (GSP) and employed
61,593 workers in arts and cultural industries, with workers earning wages
and benefits totaling more than $5.3 billion.

Employment and Spending

The Americans for the Arts’ Arts & Economic Prosperity Study 6 (AEP6) indicates the
arts and culture sector contributes to Oregon’s employment, revenue generation, and
tourism-driven spending.

Based on data from SMU DataArts Advocacy platform Oregon Arts Commission
operating support grantees generated the following economic activity in 2024

An additional 26,210 volunteers and 1,753 board members support Oregon’s
arts organizations.

Oregon arts organizations recorded 2.9 million in-person attendees and 5.3
million digital participants in 2024.

Nearly 42 percent of Oregon’s adults attended live music, theater, or dance
performances, while more than 20 percent attended art exhibits, according to the
2022 Survey of Public Participation in the Arts, conducted in partnership with the
U.S. Census Bureau.

A thriving arts and culture scene encourages residents to spend their discretionary
income within their own community. When surveyed, 46.8% of Oregon residents
indicated that if the event they attended had not been available, they would have
traveled to another community to experience a similar arts or cultural activity.

(AEP®G)

Funding

The Americans for the Arts AEP6 findings position arts funding as a high-return
public investment that not only strengthens local businesses but also enhances the
quality of life for Oregon residents.
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https://www.nga.org/wp-content/uploads/rural/dist/index.html
https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/arts-and-cultural-production-satellite-account
https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/arts-and-cultural-production-satellite-account
https://www.arts.gov/impact/state-profiles/oregon
https://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/OR_StateOfOregon_AEP6_CustomizedFinalReport.pdf
http://www.culturaldata.org/advocacy
https://www.arts.gov/impact/state-profiles/oregon
https://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/OR_StateOfOregon_AEP6_CustomizedFinalReport.pdf
https://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/OR_StateOfOregon_AEP6_CustomizedFinalReport.pdf
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The National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA) State Arts Agency Revenue
Report for FY2025 reported that Oregon’s per capita spending on state arts agencies
ranked 38th in the nation.

In 2025, Oregon spent .048% of General Fund expenditures on state arts
agency legislative appropriations.

The Oregon Cultural Trust (OCT) (in collaboration with the Oregon Arts Commission)
plays a critical role in funding and sustaining Oregon’s cultural sector through the
Cultural Tax Credit. The Cultural Tax Credit program and the Trust’s grant-making
activities provide a stable and accessible funding source for culture in Oregon.

The largest category of OCT grants, currently 50 percent of grantmaking
funds, goes to the Cultural Development Grants. These are statewide grants
that Trust-eligible nonprofit organizations can apply for. Another 25 percent of
the grantmaking funds are allocated to County and Tribal Coalitions through a
formula that accounts for population differences across the coalitions. The
final 25 percent of grantmaking funds are allocated to the partner
organizations. OCT’s partner agencies include the Oregon Arts Commission,
Oregon Humanities, Oregon Heritage Commission, State Historic Preservation
Office, and the Oregon Historical Society.

Over the last decade, the Trust has supported arts and culture in every county,
with higher per capita funding going to rural counties in Eastern Oregon.

Industry-Specific Data

Oregon’s commercial live performance industry supported 15,700 total jobs in
Oregon in 2021.

The live performance industry generated nearly $850 million in labor income
and $3.1 billion in total state economic output in 2021.

Music venues and festivals attract millions of attendees annually, fueling off-
site spending in restaurants, hotels, and transportation.

Oregon’s visual media industry contributed $5.92 million to the state’s economy in
FY2023, supporting 27,264 jobs.

Direct employment totaled 12,680 full-year equivalent jobs, with an additional
14,584 jobs generated through indirect and induced impact.

Oregon Film’s $22.47 million in production incentives attracted $208 million
in direct production spending, including $140 million in payroll for
Oregonians.

For every $1 spent on film production incentives, the state received $1.77 in
tax revenue, demonstrating a 177% return on investment
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https://nasaa-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/FY2025-State-Arts-Agency-Revenues-Report_021225.pdf
https://nasaa-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/FY2025-State-Arts-Agency-Revenues-Report_021225.pdf
https://nasaa-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/FY2025-State-Arts-Agency-Revenues-Report_021225.pdf
https://www.culturaltrust.org/wp-content/uploads/OCT-Insights.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/biz/Publications/Emerging_Industries/LivePerformanceIndustry.FullReport.pdf
https://oregonfilm.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/FINAL-OR-Film-2023-Impact-Study.pdf
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In 2019, Oregon’s heritage organizations supported 2,147 total jobs and generated
$196.3 million in economic output.

Heritage organizations and Heritage Tradition Events drew 3 million visitors
during the year. All nine regions drew at least 50,000 visitors (to organizations
and events), and six drew more than 175,000 visitors each.

In 2019, heritage tourism supported a total of 1,325 jobs and $55 million in
labor income, resulting in $147 million in total economic activity in Oregon.

Qualitative Impacts

Oregon Statewide Impacts

Oregon Cultural Trust's long-term benefits of Investment in Culture:

OCT fosters statewide connections, linking thousands of organizations and
individuals annually.

The Trust helps sustain Oregon’s rich cultural heritage by supporting historic
preservation, arts education, youth education, and access to cultural
programming across the state.

Arts and culture organizations contribute to community pride (AEP6):

89.39% of arts and culture attendees agree that the activity or venue where
they were surveyed “is inspiring a sense of pride in this neighborhood or
community.”

87.2% agree that “l would feel a great sense of loss if this activity or venue
were no longer available.”

82.5% agree that the venue or facility where they were surveyed is “an
important pillar for me within my community.”

The arts provide psychological and emotional benefits, reducing social isolation and
fostering mental well-being through collective experiences. (AEP6)

The presence of thriving cultural institutions correlates with higher civic
participation, increased tourism appeal, and improved perceptions of livability,
making arts investment a key driver of quality of life in Oregon. (AEP6)

Qualitative & Cross-Sector Impacts at the National Level

Arts participation unites generations, reduces fear, and empowers citizens.

Engaging in the arts strengthens social cohesion by bridging generations,
fostering partnerships, and promoting intercultural understanding. It also
helps reduce fear and enhances organizational and leadership skills. People
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https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/OH/Documents/Economic_Impact_Report_web.pdf
https://www.culturaltrust.org/wp-content/uploads/OCT-Insights.pdf
https://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/OR_StateOfOregon_AEP6_CustomizedFinalReport.pdf
https://aep6.americansforthearts.org/
https://aep6.americansforthearts.org/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1028663032000089507?scroll=top&needAccess=true&role=tab
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/ARTS%20%2B%20COMMUNITY%20COHESION.pdf
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who participate in the arts often feel more empowered, engaged in their
communities, and confident in shaping their own lives.

Research on the impact of the arts on health and well-being has demonstrated that
arts sectors can contribute to everything from supplemental mental and physical
health to community health, healthcare, and clinical practice. There is emerging
research on the next-generation practices and therapies that incorporate the arts.

The arts improve public welfare in terms of safety, community trust, and civic
participation. Communities with a strong arts presence tend to foster a greater sense
of safety and pride among residents. Participation in the arts fosters youth
engagement and positive development. Access to cultural resources is linked to
improved health, education outcomes, and community security.

The arts play a vital role in supporting the health and well-being of Service Members,
Veterans, their families, and caregivers throughout the military journey. Engaging in
the arts enhances readiness and resilience from pre-deployment through active
service and aids in the transition to civilian life. Creative arts therapies, as evidence-
based clinical interventions, have been proven to accelerate recovery rates for
Service Members facing physical, mental, and moral injuries.

Conclusion

Oregon’s arts and culture sector contributes to the state’s economy, quality of life, and
community well-being. Economic contribution and economic impact data underscore the
sector’s role, generating thousands of jobs and driving revenue through employment,
tourism, and consumer spending. Despite these contributions, Oregon ranks 38t nationally
in per capita arts funding.

Beyond fiscal impacts, arts and culture enrich community identity, foster civic engagement,
and provide cross-sector benefits, from mental health and education to workforce readiness
and veteran support. Research demonstrates that cultural investment strengthens economic
resilience, reduces income disparity, and enhances social cohesion. As Oregon’s
policymakers consider the future of cultural funding, these findings reinforce the value of
arts investment across the state.
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https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/ARTS%20%2B%20HEALTH%20%26%20WELL-BEING.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/ARTS%20%2B%20PUBLIC%20WELFARE.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/ARTS%20%2B%20PUBLIC%20WELFARE.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/ARTS%20%2B%20MILITARY.pdf
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